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Teacher Leader Endorsement
Course Descriptions

TLED 738 Leadership in Education 3 hours

 
TLED 805 Professional Development for Continuous

Improvement of Teaching and Learning
3 hours

TLED 772 Understanding Diverse Student Populations 3 hours

Teacher leadership is not an event, but a process which encompasses studying, practicing, and developing leadership skills and 

leaders. In addition, this course explores the expansion of the teacher role from the classroom to the school community. Teacher leaders 
learn to focus on research and best practices in leadership, the study of leadership frameworks and models of shared governance, 
professional accountability, and leading collaborative teams in setting results-oriented goals. This course includes a 10 hour practicum 
experience during which theory is applied to practice. Candidates must complete their practicum requirements in schools with a diverse 
population. 

their schools.  They understand the needs of new teachers and facilitate induction and mentoring programs to enhance skills to improve 
student outcomes. They learn to observe instruction and provide constructive feedback through teacher evaluation models and training; 

colleagues. This course includes a 10 hour practicum experience during which theory is applied to practice. Candidates must complete 
their practicum requirements in schools with a diverse population. 

The learning environment continues to become diversified due to changes in students’ neurological wiring, mobility, family configuration, 
immigration, and socio-economic status. The teacher leadership candidates examine current knowledge about and resources available 
to make modifications for K-12 students in the regular classroom who have exceptionalities arising from disabilities, giftedness, and 

This course also provides opportunities for analysis of everyday situations and the impact of instructional models and practices on the 
teaching and learning processes. This analysis includes a focus on gender, ethnicity, race, religion, socio-economic status, and 
parents/family. In addition, teacher leaders learn to utilize the Social and Emotional Learning Standards to improve the learning 
environment. This course includes a 10 hour practicum experience during which theory is applied to practice. Candidates must complete 
their practicum requirements in schools with a diverse population. 

TLED 771 Data-Focused Assessment and Evaluation 3 hours

TLED 795 Building Collaborative Community Partnerships 3 hours

TLED 773 The Foundations of Reading 3 hours
The TLED candidate will have a thorough understanding and framework concerning the foundational theories, process, and 
methodologies impacting reading instruction required for today's diverse K-12 student population. To understand current reading theory 
and the historical foundation; the candidate will explore the increasing complexities of current thought within the 
discipline. The impact of technology, as well as multicultural factors, will be explored in depth throughout the course. The candidate will 
reflect upon personal beliefs about reading and reading instruction in conjunction with the examination of current research and related 
introspection. This course includes a 10 hour practicum experience during which theory is applied to practice. Candidates must complete 
their practicum requirements in schools with a diverse population. 

The course explores how to match types of data with specific need for information. Teacher leaders learn to analyze and interpret data 
around school culture, working and learning settings, and school climate. The course examines how data-focused assessments build 
support for student achievement and school improvement. The teacher leadership candidates engage in the multiple techniques for 
gathering and analyzing data, evaluating the validity, and the methods for collaborative review. This course includes a 10-hour 
practicum experience during which theory is applied to practice.

Schools and their leaders cannot create effective and lasting change without the support of the community. It is imperative that all 
levels of leadership in the school build collaborative relations with all of the constituents of the school community.  The teacher 
leadership candidates examine the theory, research, and best practices relating to school, family, and community partnerships.  This 
course also explores the different types of partnerships, challenges to developing school-based partnership programs, the 
components of effective partnership programs that enhance student performance and success, and how to evaluate their 
effectiveness to achieve the over-arching goal of school improvement.  This course includes a 10-hour practicum experience during 
which theory is applied to practice.  Candidates must complete their practicum requirements in schools with a diverse population. 
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TLED 605 The E.L.L Student in the K-12 Mainstream:
Accommodating through Awareness

3 hours

 
TLED 783 Di�erentiated Instruction: Assessment

and Instructional Strategies
3 hours

EDUC 607 Educational Research: Principles and Practices 3 hours

Whether instituted by federal, state, or local mandates, the inclusion of E.L.L. (English Language Learner) students into the U.S. K~12 
mainstream is a reality within our schools. This course is designed to provide the K~12 mainstream teacher with two major skills sets: 1) 
the knowledge and tools necessary to accommodate the E.L.L. student’s English-language-learning needs inside and outside of the 
classroom; and 2) the teacher-leadership skills necessary to function in the capacity as both an educator and leader within the 
community, the family, the school, the classroom, and the profession.  

The tools are practical; include components that allow for feedback regarding the on-going assessment of the tools themselves, and are 
utilized by the teacher, the student, and by the student’s family who are viewed as an extension of the classroom-learning environment. 
This course reaches beyond general TESL strategies by providing accommodations so the learner can attain English while studying in 

is the foundational theme upon which the tools are built. The workings of this topic are applied universally to the daily encounters the 
mainstream teacher, and the E.L.L. student and the family have with the student’s English-language-learning. This explorative theme will 
be implemented also into the areas of assessment, instructional principles & practices, and resources as they apply to accommodating 
E.L.L. students in the K~12 mainstream. This course includes a 10 hour practicum experience during which theory is applied to practice.
Candidates must complete their practicum requirements in schools with a diverse population.

EDUC 646 Applied Learning Theory 4 hours

EDUC 616 Understanding Today’s Children 3 hours

EDUC 696 Creative Project 4 hours

Courses needed to complete the Master of Arts in Education: Curriculum and 
Instruction
(All the above courses plus the following four courses)

This course explores the unique composite of students in today’s classroom. To develop the best learning environment and curriculum for student 
diversity, it must be incorporated into the teaching practices applied to their learning. This course will cover this diversity through the study of ethnicity, 
race, gender and socio-economic status of students who are a part of the American education system. The topics that will be interconnected with this 
diversity include the impact of home, society and school on the youth’s attitudes and behaviors, and especially on academic behavior. 

It is important that teachers are well-informed about current developments in their fields of expertise. In this course, the candidate will learn about 
designing and implementing an action research project that will be conducted within the classroom setting. This course will focus on the fundamentals of 
qualitative and quantitative research including design, methodology, literature review, data analysis and conclusions. The research topics will emerge from 
questions generated by discussions and a broad view of the literature. The culminating assignment will be a research proposal to be implemented and 
then presented in EDUC 696. The content focus will be current issues, trends, and organizational frameworks a�ecting education and the impact on 
teaching as well as learning and by what means they can be improved upon. 

Practice is the best tool for learning.  This course is designed to give the candidates experiences in exemplary teaching, curriculum development, 
professional development, and leadership.  The focus is student and overall school achievement in a P-12 learning environment.  In this course, candidates 
will complete and then present research findings from their research projects begun in EDUC  607.

This course examines applied learning theories and research. The candidate will be able to summarize and apply the basic tenets of the theories to 
his/her own area of specialization; use the appropriate vocabulary and concepts that have been developed by the educational theorists; apply the 
theories and concepts in a practical teaching setting; reflect upon the outcome; evaluate and design instructional strategies to meet the needs of the P-12 
students in the classroom; and critique new ideas and proposals related to applied learning.

Differentiated instruction is a philosophical approach to teaching and learning which embraces the belief that all students can learn 
through curriculum, instruction, and assessment designed to maximize the potential of each individual.  Participants learn to create 
an environment which meets the needs of an increasingly diverse population of students with varied abilities while addressing 
challenging state standards at the same time.  This course will focus on the meaning of differentiation, ways to effectively implement 
it in the classroom through strategies that work, and means by which to lead and manage a differentiated classroom to fit the 
individual needs of each student.  This course includes a 10-hour practicum experience during which theory is applied to practice.  
Candidates must complete their practicum requirements in schools with a diverse population. 




